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In their claim thet all of Macedonia belongs to them,
the EBulgars are most eepecially imterested in the morthern prart of

the Villayet of Vomastir,

They affirm that almost the whole populatiom of this
part of the Villayet is absolutely and totally Bulgarian, and that
eorps.quently it ought to fall to them on the basis of the prineci=-
ple of nationalities,

The Bulgars have repeated this assertiom so many, many
times that many citizens of other natioma appear to have believed
it without having seriously examimed the claim,

Let us see whether there exist elements permitiing a

iisintercsted examination of the gquestion,

HISTORY

In ancient times Macedonia was wholly a Greek land, It
wa8 there that Alexander the Great and so many other great Greek
thinkers were borne

Under the Byzantine Empire it preserved the same charace
ter; ite language, its conceptioms, were Greeke

In the Middle Ages the Byzantime Fmpire underwent a
series of invasions by variousa tribes which, coming from the depths
of Asia, emigrated to Furope, Huns, Avars, Goths and Ostrogoths,
Slave, ete., inundated the empire of Byzantium as they epread toe
wards the south or the west,

.Macedonia formed the passage by which all these waves
of barbarians spread in their movement of flux towards the south
and of reflux towards the north,

Esoh of these tribea in paseing left behind some of ite
membere, They became a fixed, settled element, embraced Christianity,
pingling with the loecal element which already had the Byszantine

'ivilization, with which they became impregnated,
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The Bulgars in their turn invaded the Balkan Peninsula, Until
803 they mnever eucoeeded in getting beyond the Balkans.

Their king Kroum, having defeated Niscephorus, Emperor of Byzan=
tium, invaded Macedonia and Thrace. He was drivem out by the Fmperor
Leo V. in 814. The dominatiom of Kroum lasted from July 265, 811

until April 13, 814, or about three yeares and a half,

The Bulgarian king Simeon again conguered Macedonis and possessed l

it for twenty=five yeare (900-927), His succeesor Peter lost his
kingdom, being conquered by the Emperor Nicephorus Phocas, whose
successor, the EFmperor Zimisces, made even Eulgaria & Byzantine proe
vinces

Finally A. Ssmuel, proclaimed Tear of the Bulgars, agaia re=
occupied Macedonia and possessed it for2l years (1l002)., He was ex=
pelled by Gemeral N. Ouranose ;

The Crusaders made it & kingdom, The Serbs, with the Byznntinel,i
reconquered it, But the Turk supervened, invaded it three times, and
the last invasion completely destroyed the Byzantime power (1331e
1430), Even Salonica, which hed never been osaptured either by the
Bulgars or the Serbs, lost ite liberty,

A historical examination showe us, therefore, that the Bulgzars
had never possessed Macedonia contimuously, or long enougzh to be able
to influence the indigenous populatioms, or those which had emigrated
to 1t; or in a word to alter its character and mentality.

Furthermore, their civilizatiom wae primitive, while the civilie
zation of the Byzantines was a very high one, This circumstance ex=
cluded the possibility of any influence, because it is the superior
civilisations whioh influence the inferior., The inferior merely
destroy.

Bulgaria wae the first to be comguered by the Turka, who de=-
stroyed all her religious organizations and immediately began her
Islamization,

The Bulgzars have therefore never been able, under the con=-
quering Turk, to Bulgarize Macedonia, because their number was not

great enough for them to feel pinched in the province which they

ocoupied., On the ether hand, their covniry wae a very rich plaim,
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end they had therefore mo interest im quitting a rich country to

people another which was rather mountainous and consequently less
fertile,
LANGUAGE

The heteroclitie compositiom of Macedonia is manifested
in the language which the peoples living there speak,

Their language is composed of Greek, Albanian, and Slavie
worde, the last in the majoritys

The Serbs assert that the Macedonians camn make themselves
understood more readily with them than with the Bulgars,

We have thus a mew proof of the heterogemeous compositiom
of the populatiom of this province,

By the process of time a work of assimilatiom has been
carried oute.

The populatiome living near § compact groupsbelonzing te
other races slready formed have beem influenced by them.

Thus, the populations of the south of Macedonia and of the
coasts have been completely absorbed, even with respect to language,
by the Greek element, which was numerous there,

Those living near the Serbian or Bulgarian frontiers have
been equally affected by this proximity, both in the matter of lane
guage and of character.

But thie influence grew weaker in measure as it becsme
more distant from these centers of attractiom, and so in the center
of the westerm part of Macedonia the compositiom of the groupings
has remained almost amorphous,

.We say "almost amorphous™ because a powerful influence has
affected them, the religious influence,

It was the Greek Church which governed all the Orthodex
Christians enslaved under the Turke They were all designated, withe
out distinotion of race, &8 Greek."Roumis", The Church was Greek.
They all, therefore, acoquired the habit of ocomsidering themselves as
Greeks,

This conception remained with them until the foundatiom eof
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Bulgaria, for it wae only then that the antagoniem of racee began to
manifeat itself, Bulgaria having imnediately set to work to realise
the dream of the Panslaviste of transforming the whole Orient into

8 Slavic regiom.

It wae then that Slavie propaganda by the Bulgare
began, ocarried out by mean: of prieste, schook, followed later by
terrorism,

The Greeke, who had never had any pretensions teo

Northern Macedonia, did not defemd their positiom in this part of

Macedonias The Serbs, absorbed by internal discensions, left the field

open to the Bulgarse, in spite of the faet that the ground waes favore
eble to the Serba,

That 18 how the Bulgars have been able, in certain
iistricte of the north, to ecreate by school statistice the impression
of being in the majoritye But everywhere that there has beem competie
tion, the resulte to the Bulgars have been Blight,

We eshall establish thie by a survey of the Villayet
of Momastir,

This Villayet, under the Turkish dominatiom, was com=
prosed of the following five sandjace:

ls, Sandjeac of Monastire

£. BSandjec of Corytza,.

3. Sandjac of Serfidije.

4o Sandjac of Dibisa,

be Sandjac of Elbassan,

The last two sand jacs form part of Albania. They
therefore do not concern Macedonia properly epeaking, the Turks having
united them to this Villayet for political ressonse

The Sandjao of Serfidije does not form am objeot of
liscuesion, for ite Greek cheracter has never been nueetioned,

It i@ the Sandjac of Nonaetir and a part of the Sandjac

f Corytza (caza of Cestoria) which are claimed by the Bulgars,
We invoke Turkish statistice to establish ite compo~

itiom from the ethnological point of view.
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le Sandjao of Monastir, comprising the caszas of Monastir,

of Kirtzovo, of Perlepd, and of Florina,

) Musulmans 107,161

b) Greeks 77,836

¢) Bulgars 156,968

d) FRumaniens(in sympathy) 4,268

e) Serbs 17,676

f) Jews 6,667

2. ©Sandjac of Cortyza, comprising the cazas of Corytza, of
Castoria, of Starovo, and of Kolonia,

e) Musulmans 80,388

b) Greeks 90,826

¢) Bulgars 13,176

d) Rumanians(in sympathy) 4,063

e) Jews 1,391

3¢ Sandjac of Serfidije, comprising the cazas of Elassona,
of Serfidije, Kogani, Eailar, Grevena, and Naslitoh,

8) MNusulmans 80,702

b) Greeks 116,166

¢) Bulgzare 3,392

d) Rumeniens(in eympathy) 14,460

According to these statistics, them, we have & total populatiom
of £77,2561 Musulmens, £84,888 Greeks, and 273,526 Bulgars. We omit
the other elemente, whose numbers are very 8light,

It muat be remembered that thesefigures have beem givem on the
beeis of the language spoken, an erroﬁeous basie, as we are going to

lemonstrate immediately; and by & FPower which had the aim of showing

the nationalities to be almost equal in numbers in order to demone

strete that none of them could justify its preponderance, and, con=
sequently, to show the necessity of the Ottoman dominatiom, which
alone could assure the possible peaceful life of the provinces

The conqueet hae brought sbout some very curious language oon=

1itione,

The Turks of Southwestern Macedonia, of Epirus, of Thessaly, of
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Crete, and of the other islande, epeak omly Greek, almost all being
ignorant of Turkish. The same is true of the Turks of Northerm and

Northeastern Macedonia, of Serbia, and of Bulgaria, who speek Bule

garian or Serbianm,
We have, on the other hand, im Asia Minor Greeks and
Armenians speaking exclusively Turkish, In Greece itself, around

Athens, in the ielande we have groups whose peculiar speech is an

Albanian dislects

These are peouliarities created by ihe conqueat, which

gave rige to movements of the populatioms, mingled them, imposed uponm
them conditions which may have altered their extermal appearance,
without however modifying their mentality,

We have the proof of thie in the only manifestations
whieh the Turkieh regime permitted; th2 Church and the schoole

It 18 well known that the Bulgaerian Church separated
from the Greek Church of Corxstantimople and formed an exarchate at
Comstantinople. It obteined from the Ottoman government the right
of naming bishope in Macedomia, the Turke having sought by thies means
the dissolutiom of the Orthodeox Christiane into hostile groups which
would combat each other and which would thus asesure its dominationm
cver the Christiamse

The Italian euthor Giovanni Amadori Virgili (we mentiom
this suthor because he belonge to & country whoee poliey in the recent
ra8t has never beem favorable to the Greeks), in hie book "La ques=
tiome Roumeliots e la politica italiana™ basing hie statement on the
number of theee who folleow the Exarshate, shows that their number
i the Villayet of Momastir ie mot more than 143,500 Bulgarse, of whom
126,000 o r QD

For hie work he has taken &s & basis not the language,
but the extermal manifestations which showed that the Macedonians
epeaking the Macedonian lengusge could not be considered as Bulgzare,

gince they rejected the Bulgarian Church and remained attached to Greek

Orthodoxy and to its natiomalistic manifestations, and thie atv a

time when the antagcniem between Greeks and Bulgars was intense and
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ez when the rejectiom of Bulgarism meant death and exterminatiom.

The place in whioh the proof of the nom=Bulgar character
of these populations is manifested with the greateet intensity, howe
ever, is in the results which the school gives us,

We have said that the Macedonian, especially in the center,
peaks a language closely approaching Slavie,

He ought, therefore, to have been drawn towarde the

school which gave him instructiom in & language approaching his own,

ferbian or Bulgerian,

Instruection in e language unknown to him imposed upom
him & supplementary task, by obliging him first tc learn that lane
guagee

If hie mentelity was Bulgar, it must necessarily have
led him to the Bulgarian school, whiech would assure him an inatruo=
tiom in 8 langusge eaey to understand,

Besides this firet cause of attraction we have others
of a material mature,

M. Berard, whose philhellenism ie far from being ardent,
in his book "La Turquie et 1'Hellenisme" (pp.l179=180) recogniszes
that many of the Bulgar schools were borading-schoole, where the
child wae lodged gratuitously. The pupils of these schoole, im addi-
tion, had positions assured to them in Bulgariza, in the administra-
tiom or in the armye

M. Berard in hie book stetee (p.230) that the Greek
gchools are maintained almost entirely by the local communities, while
the Bulger achools were maintained by organisations im Bulgaria,

Everything, then, should have favored the Bulgariam schoel,
which would thws have monopolized educatiom in the Sabdjae of Monastire

If we take the whole Villayet, we find that the Bul=-
gérian schools report 156,161 pupila, of whom only 9604 presented them=
elves for examinatiom, while the Gréek schoole were attended by
£0,167 pupilee

This disproportiom between the Bulgarian pupile regie=

‘ered and those presenting themselves for examinatiom shows that the
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figures given by the Turkieh statistics are exaggerated to the advantage
of the Bulgare, but even so they give the lie to the Bulgarian assere
tions, 2ince 6/8 are Greek, as against 3/8 Bulgarian,

Restricting our examination to the casa of Monastir
we find 6306 Greek pupile to 3968 Bulgarian pupile, which givee & proe
rortion of more than six-tenths to the Greeke, as against less than
four-tenths to the Bulzare,

The numerical superiority of the Greek pupils is thenm
everywhere established by the figures which these statistics give us,

If one takes into acecount certeim features brouzht eut
iz relief by M, Berard (who ie distimguished, we repeat, by hie little

affeoction for the Greek cause, and whom we invoke intentiomally om

=

that accouht)?ﬁchoola maintained by Bulgerian money, material advanteges

for the pupile, ete., while the Greek school is &n establishment live=
ing by the contributioms of the natives, one arrives at incontestable
fects a8 to the foree of the sentiment which draws these reoples to=

varde Helleniem, of which they coneider themselves the children,
AR

el

We know that convietions have been created by & propo=
ganda whiech has lasted for decades, All that thie Bulgzarian propo=
ganda has affirmed has nmot been combatted because the peoples who
were the viotims of it have neglected to answer, comvinced that the
truth would finally come to light,

The Bulgarian claims have ended by being accepted as
expreasions of the will of the Macedonian populations,

Thie is a profoumnd mistake; Macedonisa has never asked
to become Bulgar, because it is mot Bulgar, and because the mentality
which has been created by life in the midet of a Hellenie atmosphere

6kes it rejecot such & conceptiome

One must distrust the Bulgarian essertiomns, They have
1 lwaye altered the truth,

If one wishes to judze them, one need only take into
sonsideratiom the conolusionas of & report of the English consule

general at Saloniecs, Mr. Blumt, in 1889 (Blue Book, 1889).
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The Bulgar was pursuing & policy of exterminatiom of the Greek
priest and of the Greek teacher (of either sex), im order to prevent
the functioning of the Greek schoole by the assassinatiomn of the school
master or mistress,

But he was complaining and erying that he was being persecuted,
The consul=general of Englend was charged by his govermnment to make ime |
vestigationses Thie is how he expressed himself; '

"From my observations and from the report of the vice-consul
&t Momaetir, Mr, Shipley, you see that the situatiom of the Bulgars
in Macedonia, from the ecclesimstiocal and scholestic point of view,
ie not so bad as their petitiom affirme, All that is related therein
on the subjeect of the cloeing of schools and atteupte against the teach=
ing of Bulgarian, concerns only the Bulgarophones subject to the
fatriarchate. In the nmewlye-esteablished Bulgarian bishoprics, all the

temples, the schoola, the cemeteries, and the church properties,

although belonging to the Greeks, have beem usurped by the Bulgara",

The Bulgars have alwaye acted in this fashiom. They have
sccused all the other peoples of the Balkans, Greeks, and Serbse, of
heving tried to exterminate them, Impartiel inguiries have alwaye es=
teblished that the contrary was true,

Their assertion that Macedonia ies in great majority Bulgar
ie &« mythe, The figures espeak eloquently, proving this affirmatiom
false, The distriet of Monastir is very far from being Bulgar; sta=

tistiocs prove 1ite

OD ===
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