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LEGATION POYALE DE  GRECE

A WASHINGTON

on Cher Μοη&ΐβ’-Γ Phillipas

Ains i  i' - vous l ’ a i  promis j e  voue envol? une pe -

t i t  no t i ce  sur  1 compos i t ion  etlinologlque du  Vi l l aye t  de

Je  ven-  ir.clu? 1 -e  s t  ï t i a t i n  : *c Tu raven  di  v i s an t  par

na t iona l i t é  l e  populations v lv  r t  dans c ·  V l l l aye t .

l î ’ ayvn t  r e l s s t  ' t 1 n t  1 τ .  s des  éco l e s ,  j e  voue remets

une publ ica t ion  de  l a  demoise l le  Jeanne 3 tephunopol i (F r  .nccil π )<* -

r é e  1 90S*  ou  l e s  ch i f f r e s  donné* par le* Turc a .

Jr  -V i rg i l  i >ne e trouv r t pa s  dans vo t r  t 1 1 ' thècrue.

f n 1 1 ri T"1d Γ" Γ* l ie r ·  f vous  1 r r r  1 p r”  r l r  e a

J A voue r n-‘ t i r a ! l a  e rmine  prooh ' n?  uro s t t l s t l -
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, C October  £6 .  1916 .w
I y d e ' r ’*r . Ph i l l  I na :

üeàeeir.inp my p romise ,  1 eend you he rewi th  n sho r t

no t e  on the  e thno log ic  compos i t i on  o f  the Vil luyet  o f

Uonas t l r  .

I enc lose  fu ik loh  s t a t i s t i c s  â lv iû in r  t he  popu la t i on

o f  thr t Vil lage  t i n to  na t iouHl i t l ee ·

Hcvirii? no j tP t i a t i ce  concerainf  the schools ,  1 oncloEc

e nub l l cc t i on  of  e Tenet  youn? l ady  Jeanne j t ephenopo l i

which ws  i s sued  i n  1903 ,  g iv ing  the  f l  u rea  o f  t ne  Pu rks .

J r ,  i r g i l l ' s  book i s  no t  i n  our l i b r a ry  Mid I h rve

rep l i ed  for i t  r t  Üoi e .  I sh r l l  l o rw  rd i t  to  you e s  soon

Fs  I r ece ive  i t .

I will de l i ve r  t o  you ne r t  week the  s t a t i s t i c s

conce rn ing  ’h r  nee  .

Very s i nce re ly  yours  f

1 .  .iOU iSOS.

Mr ,  ï iUlair  Ph i l l i p s ,

Ass i s t an t  - ec re t  1 ry o f  3 ta te  ,

shir ,  - to  , L .  C .
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Itt t he i r  o l a iB  tha t  a l l  of  Macedonia  be longs  t o  them»

the  Bulgars a r e  moat e spec i a l l y  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  t he  no r the rn  pa r t  of

t he  V i l l aye t  of  Monas t i r*

They a f f i rm  tha t  a lmos t  t he  whole  popu la t i on  o f  t h i a

pa r t  o f  the  V i l l aye t  l a  abso lu t e ly  and t o t a l l y  Bulgar ian ,  and tha t

CQD r quen t ly  i t  ought  t o  f a l l  t o  the ·  on t he  bas i s  o f  t he  p r inc i*

p i e  of  na t i ona l i t i e s*

The Bulgars  have  r epea t ed  t h i s  a s se r t i on  so  many,  many

t imes  that  many c i t i z ens  of  o the r  na t i ons  appear  t o  have  be l i eved

i t  w i thou t  hav ing  s e r ious ly  examined t he  o l a iB*

Le t  u s  s ee  whe the r  t he re  ex i s t  e l emen t s  pe rmi t t i ng  a

d i s in t e r e s t ed  examinat ion  o f  the ques t i on*

HISTORY

In  anc i en t  t i ne s  Macedonia  was  whol ly  a Jreek l and*  I t

was t he re  that  A lexande r  t he  Qrea t  and so  many o the r  g r ea t  Greek

th inke r s  were  bo rn*

Under  t he  Byzan t ine  Empi re  i t  p r e se rved  t he  sane charao»

te r ;  i t s  l anguage ,  i t s  concep t ions ,  were  Greek*

In  the  Midd le  Ages the  Byzan t ine  Kmplre  underwent  a

ae r i e s  of  I nvas ions  by va r ious  t r i be s  wh ich ,  coming  from the dep th ·

of As i a*  emig ra t ed  t o  Europe ,  Huns ,  Ava r s ,  Go ths  and Os t rogo ths*

S lavs ,  e t c . .  Inundated the empi r e  of  Byzan t ium as  they  spread to -

wards t he  sou th  or  the  wes t*

l laoedonia  forned the  passage by wh ioh  a l l  t he se  waveeF
of ba rba r ians  sp read  In  t he i r  movement o f  flux towards the  sou th

and of  ref lux towards  t he  no r th*
*

Each o f  t he se  t r i be s  In  pass ing  l e f t  beh ind  some of  i t s

members* They became a f i xed ,  s e t t l ed  e l emen t ,  embraced  Chr i s t i an i ty ,

t i ng l ing  wi th  the  l oca l  e l emen t  whioh  a l ready  hat  the Byzan t ine
«

c iv i l i z a t i on ,  w i th  wh ioh  they  became Impregna ted*
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The Bulgars  In  t he i r  turn Invaded  t he  Balkan Pen insu l a ,  Unt i l

303  t hey  neve r  succeeded  In  ge t t i ng  beyond  the Ba lkans ·

The i r  king Kroua ,  hav ing  de fea t ed  Nioephorue ,  Emperor  o f  Byzan-

t i n®·  invaded  Macedonia  and  Thrace  · He was  d r iven  out by t he  Emperor

Leo V· i n  814*  The domina t ion  o f  Kroum l a s t ed  from July £6*  911

un t i l  Apr i l  13  · 814 ,  or  about  th ree  yea r s  and  a ha l f .

The Bulgarian king Simeon aga in  conque red  Macedonia  and pos se s sed

i t  fo r  twen ty - f ive  yea r s  (900 -9E7) ,  H i s  succes so r  Pe t e r  l o s t  h i s

k ingdom,  be ing  conque red  by  t he  Emperor  N loephorus  Phocas ,  whose

succes so r ,  the Emperor  Z imi sces  , made even  Bu lga r i a  a Byzan t ine  p ro*

v i noe  ·

F ina l ly  A .  Samue l ,  p roc l a imed  Tea r  of  t he  Bu lga r s ,  again re-

occup ied  Maoedonia  and  pos se s sed  i t  f o r21  yea r s  (1002) ·  He waa ex-*

pe l l ed  by  Genera l  H .  Ouranos*

The Crusaders  made i t  a k ingdom.  The Se rbs ,  w i th  t he  Byzan t ines ,

r econque red  i t ·  Bu t  t he  Turk supe rvened ,  i nvaded  i t  t h ree  t imes  > and

the  l a s t  i nvas ion  comple t e ly  des t royed  the Byzan t ine  power  (1331·

143Û) ,  Even  Salon  l oa ,  wh ich  had neve r  been  cap tured  e i t he r  by  t he

Bulgare or  the  Se rbs*  l o s t  i t s  l i be r ty*

A h i s to r i ca l  examina t ion  shows u s ,  t he re fo re ,  t ha t  the  Bulgars

had neve r  pos se s sed  Maoedonia  con t inuous ly ,  o r  long  enough t o  be  ab le

to  In f luence  the i nd igenous  popu la t i ons ,  o r  t hose  wh ich  had emigra ted

to  i t ;  o r  i n  a word  t o  a l t e r  i t s  cha rac t e r  and men ta l i t y*

Fur the rmore*  t he i r  c iv i l i z a t i on  was p r imi t i ve ,  wh i l e  t he  c iv i l i -

za t i on  o f  t he  Byzan t ines  was a very h igh  one*  Th i s  c i r cums tance  ex-

c luded  t he  pos s ib i l i t y  of  any i n f luence ,  because  i t  l a  t he  supe r io ra
c iv i l i z a t i ons  wh ich  in f luence  t he  In fe r io r .  The In fe r io r  mere ly

des t roy*  .

Bulgar ia  was the  f i r s t  t o  be  conque red  by the  Turke*  who de -

s t royed  e l l  he r  r e l i g ious  o rgan iza t i ons  and immed ia t e ly  began  he r

I s l amiza t ion*

The Bulgars  have  t he re fo re  neve r  been  ab l e ,  unde r  t he  con-

que r ing  Turk ,  t o  Bulgar i  ze  Macedon ia ,  because  t he i r  number was  not
a

g rea t  enough fo r  them to  f ee l  p inched  i n  t he  p rov ince  which  t hey

occup ied ·  On t he  o the r  hand ,  t he i r  coun t ry  was a ve ry  r i ch  p l a in*
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Hnd they  had t he re fo re  no In t e r e s t  In  qu i t t i ng  a r i ch  country t o

peop le  ano the r  which  was r a the r  moun ta incuB and  consequen t ly  l e a s

fe  r t l l e .

LANGUAGE

The he t e roo l l t l o  compos i t i on  of  Macedonia  I s  man i f e s t ed

in  the language which  the  peop le s  l i v ing  t he re  apeak©

The i r  language i s  composed of  Greek ,  A lban ian ,  and S l av i c

words ,  the l a s t  I n  t he  ma jo r i t y ·

The Se rbs  a s se r t  tha t  t he  Macedon ians  can make t hemse lves

unde r s tood  more r ead i ly  w i th  t he ·  t han  wi th  the  Bu lga r s .

We have  thus  a new proof  o f  t he  he t e rogeneous  compos i t i on

of  t he  popu la t i on  o f  t h i s  p rov ince ·

By t he  p roces s  o f  t ime  a work o f  a s s imi l a t i on  has  been

ca r r i ed  ou t ·

The popu la t ions  l i v ing  nea r  compac t  group: be long ing  t o

o the r  r aces  a l ready  formed  have  been  in f luenced  by the · ·

Thus ,  t he  popu la t i ons  of  the sou th  of  Macedonia  and of  the

coas t s  have  been  comple t e ly  abso rbed ,  even  w i th  r e spec t  to  language  t

by the Greek e l emen t ,  wh ich  was  numerous  t he re*

Those  l i v ing  nea r  t he  Serb ian  o r  Bu lga r i an  f ron t i e r s  have

been  equally a f f ec t ed  by t h i s  p rox imi ty ,  bo th  i n  the ma t t e r  of  lan-

guage and of  cha rac t e r .

Bu t  t h i s  Inf luence  grew weake r  i n  measure  a s  i t  became

more d i e t an t  f ro·  t he se  cen t e r s  of  a t t r ac t i on ,  and  so  in  the  cen t e r

of  t he  wes t e rn  pa r t  of  Macedonia  the compos i t i on  of  t he  groupings

has  remained  a lmost  amorphous.

. We say "a lmos t  amorphous"  because  a power fu l  in f luenoe  has

a f f ec t ed  t he · ,  the r e l ig ious  i n f luence .

I t  was t he  Greek  Church wh ich  governed  a l l  t he  Or thodox  c
t

Chr i s t i ans  ens l aved  under  t he  Turk .  They were  a l l  de s igna t ed ,  w i th -

out  d i s t i nc t i on  o f  r ace ,  a s  Greek  - "Rounds  T1. The Church  was  Greek .

They a l l ,  t he re fo re ,  a cqu i r ed  t he  hab i t  o f  cons ide r ing  themse lves  as

Greeks .

Th ia  concep t ion  r ema ined  w i th  t he ·  un t i l  the founda t ion  o f

pirin
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Bulga r i a ,  for  I t  was  only t hen  tha t  t he  an tagonism o f  races  began t o

man i f e s t  I t s e l f ,  Bu lga r i a  hav ing  imi i ed t a t e ly  Bet  t o  work t o  r éa l i t é

the  dream o f  the  Bans l av i s t s  o f  t r ans fo rming  the  who le  Or i en t  i n to

a S l av i c  r eg ion*

I t  wee t hen  t ha t  S l av i c  propaganda by t he  Bulgare

began ,  ca r r i ed  out  by meanr o f  p r i e s t s ,  schoofc, fo l l owed  l a t e r  by

t e  r r  or ient·

The Greeks ,  who had neve r  had any p re t ens ions  t o

Nor the rn  Macedon ia ,  d id  no t  de fend  t he i r  poe l t l om In  th i a  par t  of

I lacedonla*  The Se rba ,  abso rbed  by i n t e rna l  d i s eens ions ,  l e f t  t he  f i e ld

open  t o  t he  Bu lga re ,  I n  sp i t e  of  t he  f ac t  t ha t  the ground wae f avo r ·

able t o  the  Se rba*

Tha t  18  how the  Bulgare have  been  ab l e ,  In  ce r t a in

d i s t r i c t s  of  t he  no r th ,  t o  c r ea t e  by  s choo l  s t a t i s t i c s  t he  impres s ion

of be ing  In  t he  ma jo r i t y*  But eve rywhere  tha t  t he re  has  b i en  compe t i -

t i on ,  the  r e su l t s  t o  t he  Bulgars have  been  B l igh t*

We sha l l  e s t ab l i sh  t h i s  by  a su rvey  of  t he  V l l l aye t

c f  I ' onas t l r*

Th ie  V l l l aye t ,  unde r  t he  Turk i sh  domina t ion ,  was com-

posed o f  the  fo l lowing  f i ve  sand  J ac s :

1*  Sand jao  o f  "onas t l r ·

E ,  Sand jac  o f  Cory t r a*

3*  Sand jac  of  Se r f ld i j e*

4*  Sand  J ac  of  D lb i a*

B* Sand jao  o f  E lhasean*

The l a s t  two  aand jecs  form pa r t  of  A lban ia .  They

the re fo re  do  no t  concern  Macedonia  p rope r ly  speak ing ,  the Turk» hav ing

un i t ed  them to  t h i s  V l l l aye t  fo r  po l i t i c a l  r ea sons*

The Sand jao  o f  Se r f ld i j e  does  no t  fora an  ob j ec t  of

i i e cuee ion  f fo r  i t s  Greek cha rac t e r  han neve r  been  ques t i oned*

I t  i s  the  Sand jao  o f  Konas t l r  and a par t  of  t he  Sand jao

of Cory t za  (oaza  o f  Cas to r l a )  wh ich  are  c l a imed  by the  Bu lga r s*

We invoke  Turk i sh  e t a t i e t i ce  t o  e s t ab l i sh  i t s  aoapo—

el t l tm  f ro r  the e thno log ica l  po in t  of  v i ew
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l e Sand jao  o f  Monae t l r ,  oompr i s ing  t he  casae o f  Monae t i r ,

o f  K i r t rovo ,  o f  ï e r l epê .  and o f  F lo r ina*

a )  Musulmane 107 ,161

b)  Greek® 77  t 036

o)  Bulgare 166 ,966

d)  human i t  ne  ( i n  sympa thy )  4 ,  268

e ) Se rbe  17 ,675

f )  Jews 6 ,567  * Λ

£·  Sand jao  of  Cor tyaa ,  compr i s ing  t he  cazas  o f  Cory t sa ,  of

Cae to r i a ,  of  S t a rovc , and o f  Ko lon ia ·

e )  Musulmans 00 ,388

b)  Greeks 90 ,826

o)  Bulgars 13 ,176

d)  Rumanians  ( in sympa thy )  4 ,063

e ) Jews 1 ,391

3»  Sandjao  o f  Se r f ld i j e ,  oompr i e ing  t he  oase s  of  K la sBona ,

of  Se r f id i j e ,  Kosan i ,  Ka i l a r ,  Grevena .  and Nas l l t oh ,

• 1I Musulmans 60 .702

t : I Greeks 116 ,166

•1) Bulgars 3 ,392

11) Rumanians  ί in sympathy  ) 14 ,460

Accord ing  t o  t he se  s t a t i s t i c s ,  t hen ,  we have  a t o t a l  popu la t ion

of £77 ,261  Musulmans ,  £64 ,028  Greeks ,  and 273 ,526  Bulgars·  We owl t

the  o the r  e l emen t s ,  whose numbers  are ve ry  s l i gh t»

I t  muâ t  be  remembered t ha t  thesef  igures  have  been  g iven  on tb s

baa l s  of  t he  language spoken ,  an  e r roneous  bas i s ,  a s  we are  go ing  t o

demons t r a t e  immed ia t e ly ;  and by a Power wh ich  had the  a im  o f  showing

the  na t i ona l i t i e s  t o  be  a lmos t  equa l  i n  numbers  i n  o rde r  t o  demon·

s t r a t e  that  none of  them could Jus t i fy  i t s  p r eponde rance ,  and ,  oon-

sequen t ly ,  t o  show the  neces s i t y  of  t he  Ot toman domina t ion ,  wh ich

« lone  cou ld  a s su re  t he  pos s ib l e  peace fu l  l i f e  o f  t he  p rov ince*

The conques t  has  brought  about  some ve ry  cu r ious  language con-

11  t i ons .

The Turks  of  Sou thwes t e rn  Macedon ia ,  o f  Ep i ru s ,  of  Thes sa ly ,  of
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Cre t e ,  and of  t he  o the r  i s l and ·*  epeak  on ly  Greek ,  a lmos t  a l l  be ing

ignorant  o f  Tu rk i sh*  The same i s  t rue  o f  t he  Turke of  Nor the rn  and

Nor theas t e rn  Macedon ia ,  o f  Se rb i a ,  and o f  Bu lga r i a ,  who speak  Bul-

gar ian  or  Se rb i an*

Ye have ,  on the  o the r  hand ,  i n  As i a  Minor  û reeka  and

Armenians  speak ing  exc lus ive ly  Turk  1 eh .  I n  Greece  i t s e l f ,  around

Athene ,  i n  t he  l e l anda  we have  g roups  whose  pecu l i a r  speech  i s  an

Albanian  d i a l ec t*

These  a r e  pecu l i a r i t i e s  c rea ted  by the oonquee t ,  whloh

gave  r l ee  t o  movements of  t he  popu la t i ons ,  ming led  t hem,  imposed upon

them cond i t i ons  which  way have  a l t e r ed  t he i r  external appea rance ,

wi thou t  however  mod i fy ing  t he i r  men ta l i t y*

Ye have  t he  p roo f  o f  t h i s  i n  t he  only man i f e s t a t i ons

which the  Turkish reg ime pe rmi t  t ed ;  t he  Church  and the s choo l*

I t  i s  we l l  known tha t  t he  Bulgarian Church separa ted

from the J r eek  Church o f  Cons t an t inop le  and fo rmed  an  exa rcha t e  a t

Cons t an t inop le»  I t  ob t a ined  from the  Ottoman government  t he  r i gh t

of naming b i shops  i n  Macedon ia ,  t he  Turks hav ing  sought  by t h i s  means

the  d i s so lu t i on  of  t he  Orthodox Chr i s t i ans  in to  hos t i l e  g roups  wh ich

would combat  each  o the r  and  wh ich  would  thus a s su re  I t s  domina t ion

over  t he  Chr is t ians*

The I t a l i an  au tho r  Giovanni  Amadorl  V i rg in  (we men t ion

th i s  author  because  he  be longs  t o  a country whose po l i cy  i n  the  r ecen t

p&st has  neve r  been  favorab le  t o  t he  Greeks ) ,  In  h i s  book "La ques -

t l one  Roumel lo t a  e l a  po l i t i c s  I t a l i ans 1* bas ing  h i e  s t a t emen t  on t he

number o f  t he · ·  who fo l l ow  the  Kxarshate , shows that  t he i r  number

Au the V l l l aye t  o f  Monae t i r  i s  no t  more than 143 ,500  Bulgars ,  cf  whom

l£6 ,000  a re 4 i r  the Sand J ac  of  Mcnae t i r*

For  h i e  work he  has t aken  a s  a ba s i s  no t  t he  language .

bu t  the  ex terna l  man i f e s t a t i ons  which  showed tha t  t he  Macedon ians

epeak ing  the Macedon ian  language cou ld  no t  be  cons ide red  as  Bulgars*

s ince  they  r e j ec t ed  t he  Bulgar ian Church and remained a t t ached  to  Greek

Orthodoxy and t o  i t s  na t i ona l i s t i c  man i f e s t a t i ons ,  and  t h i s  a t  a k
t ime  when the  an t agon i sm be tween  Greeks  and Bulgare was  i n t ense  and

pirin

pirin
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RK1 when t he  r e j eo t ioa  of  Bulgaria® meant  dea th  and extermlr  a t l on»

The p l ace  In  wh ich  t he  p roo f  o f  t he  non— Bu lga r  cha rac t e r

of t he se  popa l a t i one  ie r an l f ee t ed  w i th  t he  g rea t e s t  I n t ena i ty ,  how-

eve r ,  l a  In  t he  r e su l t s  wh ich  t he  s choo l  g ives  U8®

We have  aa ld  that  the  Kaoedon lan ,  e spec i a l l y  In  the  cen t e r*

speake  a language c loee ly  approaching S l av i c»

He ough t ,  t he re fo re  t t o  have  been  drawn towards  the

schoo l  wh ich  gave  hla In s t ruc t i on  In  a language approaching  h i s  own t

Serb i an  or  Bulgar ian»

Ins t ruc t i on  In  a language unknown to  h i ·  Inpoaed  upon

him a supp lementa ry  t a sk ,  by ob l ig ing  h l»  f l r a t  t c  l e a rn  tha t  lan-

guage <

I f  h i e  men ta l i t y  was  Bulgar ,  I t  mus t  neces sa r i l y  have

led hi ir  t o  t he  Bulgar ian  s choo l ,  wh ich  would a s su re  him an In s t ruc -

t i on  i n  a language easy t o  unde r s t and»

Bes ides  t h i s  f i r s t  c ause  o f  a t t r ac t i on  we have  o the r s

of a ma te r i a l  sa tu re»

M* Bera rd*  whose ph i  I he l l en l em i s  far from be ing  a rden t*

in h i s  book "La Turquie  e t  1 * He l l en i sme"  (ρρ ·179-1ΒΟ )  r e cogn i se s

that uany  of  t he  Bulgar s choo l s  were  bo rad lng - schoo l s  , whe re  the

ch i ld  was l odged  g ra tu i t ous ly»  The pup i l s  o f  t he se  s choo l s*  i n  add i -

t i on*  had pos i t i ons  a s su red  t o  them in  Bu lga r i a ,  i n  t he  admin i s t r a -

t i on  or  in  t he  army»

M« Berard  In  h i e  book s t a t e s  (p .23O)  tha t  t he  Greek

schoo l s  a r e  ma in t a ined  a lmos t  en t i r e ly  by the l oca l  communi t i e s*  whi le

the  Bulgar s choo l s  were  ma in t a ined  by o rgan i sa t i ons  in  Bulgar ia»

* Eve ry th ing ,  t hen ,  should have  f avo red  t he  Bulgarian schoo l*

which would thus  have  monopo l i s ed  educa t ion  i n  the Sabd jao  of  Monas t l r ·

I f  we take t he  whole  V l l l aye t ,  we f ind that  t he  Bul-

ga r i an  s choo l s  r epo r t  l b ,161  pup i l s ,  of  whom only 9804  p re sen t ed  them-

se lves  fo r  examina t ioB  , wh i l e  t he  Greek s choo l s  were  a t t ended  by

££*167 pup i l s»

Th i s  d i sp ropor t i oa  be tween  t he  Bulgar ian  pup i l s  r eg i s -

t e r ed  and t hose  p re sen t ing  themse lves  for  examina t ion  shows tha t  the
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f i gu rée  g iven  by the  Turkish  s t a t i s t  i c e  are  exaggera ted  t o  t he  advan tage

of  t he  Bu lga re ,  but  even  BO they  g ive  the l i e  t o  t he  Bulgarian ae se r*

t lone ,  s i nce  5/8 are Greek ,  a e  agains t  3/θ  Bu lga r i an*

Res t r i c t i ng  our examina t ion  t o  t he  cava  o f  Konaa t i r

we f ind  6305 Greek  pup i l s  t o  3968  Bu lga r i an  pupi l  e ,  wh ich  g ives  a p ro -

po r t i on  o f  more t han  s ix - t en ths  t o  t he  Greeks ,  a s  aga ins t  l e e s  than

four - ten ths  to  the  Bulgare*

The numer i ca l  supe r io r i ty  o f  the  Greek pup i l s  l e  then

eve rywhere  e s t ab l i shed  by the f igures  which  t he se  a t a t l s t i c s  g ive  ue*

I f  one t akes  i n to  accoun t  ce r t a in  f ea tu re s  brought out

in  r e l i e f  by V» Berard  (who i s  d i s t i ngu i shed ,  we r epea t ,  by h i e  l i t t l e

a f f ec t i on  fo r  the  Greek cause ,  and whoa we Invoke In t en t iona l ly  on

tha t  accoun t  \ s choo la  ma in t a ined  by Bulgar ian  money,  ma te r i a l  advan tages

fo r  t he  pup i l s ,  e t c* ,  wh i l e  the  Greek  s choo l  I s  an  e s t ab l i shmen t  l i v -

ing  by the  con t r i bu t ions  of  t he  na t i ve s ,  one  a r r i ve s  a t  i ncon te s t ab l e

f ac t a  a s  to  the  force  o f  t he  s en t imen t  wh ich  draws t he se  peop le s  t o -

wards He l l en i sm,  of  wh ich  they cons ide r  t hemee lvee  t he  ch i ld r en»

We know that  conv ic t i ons  have been  c r ea t ed  by  a p ropo-
A

ça nd a wh ich  hae  l a s t ed  fo r  decades*  A l l  tha t  t h i s  Bulgar ian  propo-

ganda has  a f f i rmed  has  no t  been  comba t t ed  because  t he  peop le s  who

were t he  v i c t ime  o f  i t  have  neg l ec t ed  t o  answer ,  conv inced  t ha t  the

t ru th  wou ld  f i na l l y  come to  l i gh t*

The Bulgar ian  c l a ims  have  ended by be ing  accep ted  ae

exp re s s ions  of  t he  w i l l  of  t he  Macedonian  popula t ions*

Th i s  i s  a profound mi s t ake ;  Macedon ia  has neve r  asked
*

to  become Bu lga r ,  because  i t  l a  no t  Bu lga r ,  and because  the men ta l i t y

which has  been  c r ea t ed  by  l i f e  i n  the  mids t  o f  a He l l en i c  a tmosphe re
*

r akes  i t  r e j ec t  such  a concep t ion*

One mus t  d i s t ru s t  t he  Bulgarian a s se r t i ons*  They have
■*

a lways  a l t e r ed  t he  t ru th*

I f  one w i shes  t o  Judge,  t hem,  one need  only t ake  i n to

cons ide ra t i on  the conc lus ions  of  a r epo r t  of  t he  Engl i sh  consu l -

genera l  a t  Sa lon l ca ,  Mr·  b lun t ,  in  1889 (B lue  Book ,  1889) ·

pirin

pirin
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The Bu lge r  was pursuing a po l i cy  of  ex t e rmina t ion  o f  t he  Greek

p r l ee t  and o f  t he  Greek t eache r  (o f  e i t he r  eex ) ,  i n  o rde r  t o  p reven t

the  func t ion ing  of  t he  Greek  echoo le  by t he  a s sa s s ina t i on  of  t he  s choo l

mas t e r  or  mi s t r e s s*

But he was compla in ing  and c ry ing  tha t  he  was be ing  pe reecu ted*

The consu l -gene ra l  of  England was cha rged  by h i s  gove rnmen t  t o  make in-

ves t i ga t i ons*  Th i s  i s  how he  exp re s sed  h lmte l f*

"From my obse rva t ions  and from the repor t  of  the  v i ce -consu l

a t  Konae t i r ,  Mr# Sh ip l ey ,  you s ee  t ha t  the  s i t ua t i on  o f  the Bulgare

In Macedon ia ,  f rom the ecc l e s i a s t i ca l  and s cho la s t i c  po in t  o f  v i ew ,

1ε  no t  so  bad  a s  t he i r  pe t i t i on  a f f i rme*  Al l  tha t  i s  r e l a t ed  t he re in

on t he  sub j ec t  o f  the  c lo s ing  of  s choo l s  and a t t emp t s  aga ins t  t he  t each -

ing  o f  Bu lga r ian ,  conce rns  only t he  Bulgarophonea  sub j ec t  t o  t he

i a t r i a r cha t e  · I n  t he  newly -e s t ab l i shed  Bu lga r i an  b i shopr i c s ,  a l l  t he

t emples ,  the  s choo l s ,  t he  ceme te r i e s ,  and the church  p rope r t i e s ,

a l t hough  be long ing  t o  the  Greeks ,  have  been  usurped by the  Bulgare  we

The Bu lg t r s  have  always ac t ed  i n  t h i s  f a sh ion*  They have

accused a l l  the  o the r  peop le s  o f  t he  Ba lkans ,  Greeks ,  and Se rbs ,  of

having  t r i ed  t o  ex t e rmina t e  them* Impar t i a l  i nqu i r i e s  have always ea -

t ab l i ehed  t ha t  t he  con t ra ry  was  t r ue*

The i r  a s se r t i on  that Macedonia  i s  i n  g r ea t  ma jo r i t y  Bulgar

I t  a myth* The f igu rea  speak  e loquen t ly ,  p rov ing  t h i s  a f f i rma t ion

fa l s e*  The d i s t r i c t  of  Monas t i r  i s  ve ry  far  from be ing  Bulgar ;  eta·

t l e t i c s  prove  i t *

-oCo-
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